JP 2000-181813 
[Claim 2] 

The electronic mail acquisition apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising storage means for storing the link destination data, 
wherein 

the link destination data acquisition means has- 

link destination data storage means for storing the acquired 
link destination data in the storage means; and 

electronic mail contents update means for writing a location 
indicating the link destination data in the storage means, in place of 
a location indicating the link information in a source of the electronic 
mail. 

[0041] 

Then, the mail application receives the mail addressed to the own 
mail address, from the connection partner server, and stores the received 
mail in the received mail storage unit 113 (S3). When storage of received 
mails is completed with the mail application, the link information 
determination unit 84 searches for a description "<A HREF— ' in the source of 
the mail contents stored in the received mail storage unit 113 to thereby find 
link information (S4). For example, if the description "<A HREF—' exists in 
the source of mail contents, it means that there is a link to the URL written 
thereafter, so that the URL is treated as link information. 
[0042] 

The link information determination unit 84 determines that there is 
no link information (S5, No), the mail reception process is completed. If the 
link information determination unit 84 determines that there is link 
information (S5, Yes), the acquisition control unit 87 extracts the URL that is 
link information and stores it in the link destination buffer 117 (S6). 
[0043] 

Then the acquisition control unit 87 determines whether hypertext 
information corresponding to the URL extracted at step S6 is contained in a 
mail (S7). If the hypertext information corresponding to the URL is 
contained in a mail (S7, Yes), the mail reception process is completed. If the 
hypertext information corresponding to the URL is not contained in the mail 
(S7, No), the link destination data acquisition unit 85 starts the mail 
application, searches for hypertext to the URL extracted at step S6 (S8), 
acquires the hypertext corresponding to the URL from the server (S9), and 
stores the acquired hypertext in the acquired link information memory 116 of 
the RAM 11 (S10). 
[0044] 

Finally, the acquisition control unit 87 writes the location storing the 
hypertext in place of the URL in the source of the email contents to thereby 
update the mail contents, stores it in the received mail storage unit 113 (Sll), 
and then the mail reception process is completed. 
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